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Correspondence 


Group Medical Practice 


Sir,—In your issue of June 1 (p. 905 and following) refer- 
ences were made to group medical practices, co-operation of 
yoluntary and State hospitals, school medical and social 
hygiene services, etc. Relative advantages and disadvantages 
of prepayment by contract and postpayment for services 
rendered, also teams for an individual service, were hinted at 
rather than clearly put forward. Measures for the prevention 
and investigation of illnesses at all ages, the general medical 
care of established disease, the availability of specialist service, 
including the rights of reference’ and referee supervision, 
pathological and psychological services, the economical pro- 
vision of equipment and apparatus, and many other points 
were not set out in such a manner as to impress the mind of 
any critical reader. As an advocate in 1910 and earlier of 
the establishment of Health Service Centres (the original title 
of group medical practice), I feel that the reference to this 
subject was not in accordance with its merit. We have always 
stressed the importance of the continuity of relationship 
between the patient and his particular physician. with free 
choice. I would protest that it is absolutely essential to keep 
the main ideals and aims always in view because there is an 
ever-present danger of losing sight of the wood for the trees, 
or of the main purpose being lost in the details. 

Our medical as well as our political history for many years 
has shown a tendency to pass many measures into law to deal 
with conditions which may be changing as all things ‘in life 
change. The medical profession accepted the scheme of 
national health insurance without weighing up the value of 
possible alternatives, and, more than this. ruled these alter- 
natives out of order. These are not times any more than 
any other times for wasting energy in condemning the differ- 
ences or in preening ourselves on our achievements, for we 
have to put all our energy now into critical comparisons and 
into preparation for the hoped-for new era in medical practice 
as a means of improving our race. Observation through all 
these years has convinced me year by year that the future of 
medical service and advance of medical efficiency in dealing 
with the health of body, mind, and soul of human beings will 
come through the development of group medical practice 
under an insurance scheme, organized through Health Service 
Centres, in which not only the doctors, but the guides of every 
phase and aspect of human life, will take their share. Such 
a scheme will consider the guidance in all the points that I have 
raised in the earlier part of this letter. 

I served on the committee formulating a scheme of medical 
service for the country. I stressed then the need for estab- 
lishing Health Service Centres, the care of children from the 
age of 2 to school age, the establishment of a proper patho- 
logical service for the country, and more efficient home care 
by means of home helps.—I am, etc., 


Teddington, June 20. P. W. L. Camps. 


Rank in the Services 
_ Sir,—Since there will be no Annual Representative Meeting 


this year | feel that Dr. Keith Williams’s letter (Supplement, - 


June 22. p. 101) should not go unanswered. It is significant 
that two such widely separated Divisions as Torquay and 
Birmingham should put up motions involving the same prin- 
ciple. Dr. Williams says that “the only fair method of 
promotion is that in force in the Services generally, in which 
due regard is paid to length of service and ability.” Since 
medicine is medicine, whether the patient is in uniform or not, 
civilian service and ability should be recognized in just the 
same way. When an officer is commissioned in the infantry 
he starts to learn his job, and as his ability increases his rank 
becomes higher, but a doctor who has been in practice for 
some time has, in civilian life, already acquired comparable 
experience and ability. 

The principle underlying our contention is that doctors who 
have been in practice for some years after registration are in 
general more able than doctors who have been registered for, 
say, six months. I think that Dr. Williams will agree that he 
is more efficient now than he was ten years ago, and were 
his services required by the Forces they would be of greater 
value. If this principle is accepted, then there should be no 


_ Opposition within the profession. 


I am well aware that the Service medical officer has duties 
to perform other than those confined to medical practice, but 
he is taken into the Service primarily as a doctor, and the 
better doctor he is the more useful and efficient Service medical 
officer he will be. It has become increasingly obvious after 
talking to those who have returned with the B.E.F. that the 
medical officer with experience in dealing with men and 
disease was of far greater value than his less experienced 
colleagues. Dr. Williams is in error when he thinks that a 
specialist automatically has a senior rank because he is a 
specialist. He gets his senior rank only if such rank is avail- 
able within the authorized establishment. Dr. Williams must 
not assume because Birmingham wishes to obtain the best 
conditions for members of the profession that we do not give 
of our best willingly and ungrudgingly.—I am, etc., 


Yardley, June 23. ARTHUR BEAUCHAMP. 


Medical Record Envelopes of Recruits 


Sir,—At this time, when medical examination of recruits 
for combatant and defence services is going on at “full 
speed ahead,” is it not true that relevant and carefully com- 
piled data contained in the medical record envelopes of the 
individuals concerned, if made available to the examining 
board, would be a valuable help in assessing fitness? For 
the sake of brevity I refrain from elaborating on the thought. 
Arguments in favour of adopting such a course are obviously 
numerous. Not least of all is the fact that fatal errors may 
thus be avoided.—l am, etc.. 


Enfield, Middlesex, June 29. M. CHAKKO-GEORGE. 
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Duties of Doctors in Air Raids 


Sir,—I am amazed to read these Bristol rules (Supplement, 
June 29, p. 108) as they contradict those laid down generally 
for the country at the beginning of the war that are at any 
rate still in force locally. (1) It was decided that doctors’ 
surgeries were not suitable for first-aid dressings ; the Ministry 
would not supply a stock of dressings or anti-tetanic serum, 
and refused to allot first-aid nurses to enable a doctor to 
dress wounds reasonably quickly. N.B.—lIn a first-aid post 
there are twenty-five helpers to one doctor. (2) The Ministry 
would make no arrangements to pay a doctor for either time 
or material. (3) The Ministry of Pensions recognizes for 
subsequent compensation only those cases of air-raid injury 
that have been through an official post or hospital. (4) Gas 
casualties were definitely not to be allowed in any house until 
cleansed at a first-aid post. 

What is the reason of this volte-face?—I am, etc., 

June 29. MEDICAL OFFICER, FIRST-AID Post. 


aval, Military, and ‘Air Force 
Appointments 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES 

Colonel R. J. Blackham, C.B., C.M.G., C.1.E., D.S.O., retired pay. late 
R.A.MC., has relinquished the rank of Colonel at his own request whilst 
employed in the temporary rank of Major. 


ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 

Captain D. P. F. Mulvany to be Major. ; 
_ The dates of ante-date and seniority of Lieutenant (temporary Major) 
P. R. Wheatley are May 1, 1938, and May 1, 1939, respectively, and not as 
stated in the London Gazette of June 7, 1940. 

The appointment of Lieutenant J. S. F. Watson has been ante-dated to 
May 16, 1938, under the provisions of Article 39, Royal Warrant for Pay 
and Promotion, 1940, but not to carry pay and allowances prior to May 1, 
1939. Lieutenant J. S. F. Watson to be Captain, with seniority May 16, 1939. 
(Substituted for the notification in the London Gazette of May 7, 1940.) 

The appointments of Lieutenants R. A. R. Topping and J. C. B. Nesfield 
have been ante-dated to December 22, 1938, and January 20, 1939, respec- 
tively, under the provisions of Article 39, Royal Warrant for Pay and 
Promotion, 1940, but not to carry pay and allowances prior to May 1, 1939. 

Lieutenant R. A. R. Topping to be Captain, with seniority December 22, 
1939. 

Lieutenant J. C. B. Nesfield to be Captain. 

Lieutenant E. P. Jowett to be Captain, with seniority February 1, 1940, 
and precedence next below Captain R. M Hector. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICE 
AUXILIARY AIR Force: MEDICAL BRANCH 
Flying Officer T. G. Rennie to be Flight Lieutenant. 


RoyaL Atk Force VOLUNTEER RESERVE: MEDICAL BRANCH 

M. J. Cahalane has been granted a commission as Flight Lieutenant for 
the duration of hostilities. 

Flying Officers G. D. Elphick, R. M. Munro, D. A. Davies, R. G. B. 
Wigoder, and F. H. Coleman to be Flight Lieutenants. 

The following have been granted commissions as Flying Officers for the 
duration of hostilities: J. F. Bohn, T. M. Brand, L. H. Buckland, E. R. H. 
Todd, A. J. Nimmo, J. O'Leary, W. H. Peek, F. S. Rae, W. Selbie, J. D. 
Thomson, M. Walton. 

TERRITORIAL ARMY 
RoyaL MepicaLt Corps 

Lieutenant-Colonel E. R. Lovell, T.D., has relinquished his commission 
on account of ill-health, and retained his rank with pcrmission to wear the 
prescribed uniform. 

Major F. Roberts has relinquished his commission on account of ill-health, 
and has been granted the rank of Captain. 

Captain (Acting Major) W. R. Nash has relinquished his commission on 
account of ill-health, and retained his rank with permission to wear the 
prescribed uniform. (Substituted for the notification in the Supplement to 
the London Gazette dated February 20.) 


TerRitoRIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS: THE ARMY DENTAL Corps 


Lieutenant (War Substantive Captain) A. E. Thompson, from R.A.M.C., 
Territorial Army, to be Lieutenant (War Substantive Captain). 


LAND FORCES: EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS 
RoyaL Army MepicaL Corps 

Lieutenant G. L. Page has relinquished his commission on account of 
ill-health. 

To be Lieutenants: E. H. J. Smyth, G. L. Birnie, 
F. Allen, P. Davies, R. . B. Young, R. S. Alexander, W. Anderson. 
H. B. Austin, A. L. Brown, A. D. Cassidy, A. W. B. Edmunds, J. H. 
Green, G. C. Griffiths, J. G. Kerr, O. P. Llewellyn, A. I. McCallum, 
J. J. McCarthy, J. B. Menzies, W. W. Park, W. Paterson, M. J. Pleydell, 
P. J. Purcell, S. L. Biswas, P. Delap,-W. C. Johnston, W. E. D. Moore, 
D. L. Waddell, J. Waters, T. Lyall, A. F. Mackay, M. Fallon, W. Davidson, 
J. E. Edson, J. Green, G. O. Hughes, W. W. B. Kelly-Wiseham, A. McC. 
MacQueen, D. F. Mehta, S. M. H. Naqui, M. F. Nicholls, C. S. Smalley, 
R. J. S. Smith, J. S. Watson, A. C. Dornhorst, P. Cohen, A. Massey, J. Y. 
Scott, W. F. T. Tatlow, J. Borrowman, J. E. Coates, G. W. A. Dick, 
E. M. Grace, H. T. Howat, G. Maizels, P. Rapaport, P. W. Boobbyer. B. D. 
Consul, E. D. Nolan, C. Fletcher, J. C. Brown, A. W. V. Eley, A. R. C. 
Margetts. L. Sefton, H. G. N. Cooper, R. F. J. Henry, Sir R. F. Wilkinson, 
K.C.V.9. - 


E. A. Bennet,. 
W. Chundun, J. S. W. Little, J. P. F. Lloyd, W. M. Winn, R. W. Lush.~ 


The following to be Lieutenants (without pay and allowances): R. Macdonald, 
D. J. Watterson, E. N. Butler, J. P. Child. 

The following to be Medical Officers with the relative rank of Lieutenant: 
Katharine E. Clarke, Mary P. W. Dowding, Maud I. Smith. 

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

In modification of a previous notification dated April 3, 1940, Major F.-H. 
Whyte has been appointed to the post of Civil Surgeon, Simla West, with 
effect from April 15, 1940. 

Captains S. P. Bhatia and D. McCarthy to be Majors. 

Captain G. W. Miller, a Leave Reserve Officer, has been appointed to 
— as Chief Health Officer, Delhi Province, with effect from April 23, 
1 

Captain R. I. Reid has been confirmed as Deputy Assistant Director-General 
(Medical Stores). with effect from February 28, 1940. 

Norman Irwin McLeod to be Captain (on probation), with seniority as 


The Fellowship of Medicine announces the following postgraduate 
courses: (1) Final F.R.C.S. Clinical Surgery Course at Royal 
Cancer Hospital, Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, 10 a.m. 
to 12.30 p.m., until July 26; (2) Final F.R.C.S. Operative Surgery 
Course at Royal Cancer Hospital, Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays, 2 p.m., from July 22 to August 16. 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 


BritisH PosTGRADUATE MepicaL ScHooLt, Ducane Road, W.—Daily, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Medical Clinics, Surgical Clinics and Operations, Obstetrical 
and Gynaecological Clinics and Operations. Daily, 1.30 to 2 p.m., Post- 
mortem Demonstration. Tues., 2.30 p.m., Ward Clinic, Sir Walter 
Langdon-Brown. Wed., 11.30 a.m.,  Clinico-Pathological Conference 
(Medical) ; 2 p.m., The Pathology of Fat Metabolism, I, Prof. J. H. Dible ; 


3 p.m., Clinico-Pathological Conference (Surgical). Thurs., 2 p.m., 
Radiological Conference, Dr. Duncan White. Fri.. p.m.,  Clinico- 
Pathological Conference (Gynaecological) ; 2.30 p.m., Sterility Clinic, Mr. 


V. B. Green-Armytage. 


FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE AND POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 1, 
Wimpole Street, W.—Royal Cancer Hospital, Fulham Road. S.W.: Mon., 
kone and Fri., 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m., Final F.R.C.S. Clinical Surgery 

ourse. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 


Mepicat Society oF Lonpon, 11, Chandos Street, W.—Mon., 5.18 p.m. 
Annual general mecting. 5.30 p.m. Annual Oration by Surgeon Rear- 
Admiral Gordon-Taylor, R.N.: The Ampulla of Vater. 


VACANCIES 


EXAMINING Facrory SurGEONS.—The following vacant appointments are 
announced: Tarporley (Cheshire); Harrogate (Yorkshire, West Riding). 
Applications to the Chief Inspector of Factories, Cleland House, Page 
Street, S.W.i, by July 16. ; 


B.M.A.: Branch and Division Meetings to be Held 
: NortH OF ENGLAND BraNcH.—At 7, Windsor Terrace, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
Thursday, July 11, 3 p.m. Annual meeting. Election of officers, etc. 
NortH OF ENGLAND BRANCH: _NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE Division.—At 7, 
Windsor Terrace, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Tuesday, July 9, 8.30 p.m. Aanual 
meeting. Election of officers, etc. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this heading is 10s. 6d. This 
amount should be forwarded with the notice, authenticated with the name and 
address of the sender, and should reach the Advertisement Manager not later 
than the first post Tuesday morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


MARRIAGE 
Rees Jones—JacGarp.—On June 27, 1940, at Kentford, Suffolk, Captain 
Gordon I. Rees Jones, R.A.M.C., younger son of Dr. and Mrs. Rees 
Jones of Blackpool, to Kathleen, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S. 
Jaggard, of Kentford. 
DEATH 


Pert.—August Frederick Perl, M.B., B.S.(London), 
on June 29, 1940, at Martins Oak, Battle, Sussex. 


passed away suddenly 


The Ministry of Home Security has made an Order requiring 
drivers of motor vehicles who leave their cars unattended to 
render them temporarily incapable of being driven away. By 
day it will be sufficient if the ignition key is removed and the 
car locked, thus preventing access to the driver’s seat. If this 
is not practicable, then part of the mechanism, such as the 
distributor arm or the main ignition lead, must be removed 
or a locking device applied to the mechanism, the steering- 
wheel, or a road wheel, or the car must be put in a locked 
garage or yard. This procedure is also sufficient at night for 
doctors, veterinary surgeons, or nurses using their cars for 
‘professional purposes. lf at night the car is not being used 
for professional purposes, then more stringent precautions are 
required, however short the time during which the car is’ te 
be left unattended: the ignition key must be removed and the 
doors locked, and, in addition, part of the mechanism must 
be removed or a locking device applied, or the car must be 
put away in a locked garage or yard, 


i Lieutenant from July 5, 1934, and as Captain from July 5, 1935. 
Postgraduate News 


